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My Role at PCA 
Before arriving here at PCA, there was a lot of uncertainty about 

what exactly my role would be here. Of course, I’ve always 

known that I would be involved in teaching English in some 

capacity, but there were lots of questions about what the English 

department would look like this year.  

After our training, it was decided that I would be assisting with 

teaching Preschool English! I think that this will be a great role 

for me, especially with my limited Spanish skill and teaching 

experience. This also allows for both the Preschool and Primary 

Quick Highlights 

• On January 8th, I traveled 19 
hours and safely arrived in 
Nicaragua. 

• Most of January has been 
training and prepping. 

• First day of school: Feb. 1st 

• I joined a volleyball team! 

Prayer Requests 

• For me to continue to adjust 
and find community here, even 
with a language barrier. 

• For health and safety of our 
students and staff, as COVID 
numbers are increasing in 
surrounding communities. 

• For a fantastic school year! 

Contact Me: 

Email: bailey.e.gillis@gmail.com 

WhatsApp: +(505) 5754-2234 

Facebook: 
www.facebook.com/bailey.gillis/ 

Instagram: @bailey.elizabeth.g 

BAILEY GILLIS 
Palacaguina Christian Academy | Palacaguina, Madriz, Nic. 
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school to have 2 English teachers: one from Nicaragua and one 

from the U.S. This provides perspective on what it’s like to learn 

English as a second language and also teaches students how a 

native English speaker pronounces words. I’m so excited to see 

how my role here continues to unfold throughout the year. 

 

Culture Shock 

Culture Shock: If I’m honest, I didn’t think it would happen to me. 

Or if it did, that it wouldn’t be that bad. 

See, I didn’t think this out of total ignorance. I had been here 

before: walked the streets of the town, eaten the food, been to 

the school, and felt the embarrassment of walking into a store 

and stumbling through my words, trying to tell the shopkeeper 

what I need. I’d seen parts of the culture, the good and the bad, 

for 3 whole weeks. However, I don’t think I realized how 

protected I had been when I was here last. By being in a team of 

9 people, where we were able to speak English and generally 

keep our mannerisms the same, we seemed to be living in this 

thin bubble of U.S. culture.  

But even in the midst of adjusting to a new culture, there’s still so 

much to be thankful for: I can call family and friends at any time; 

There’s another U.S. missionary at the school who helps me 

immeasurably; The teachers are very gracious as I stumble 

through Spanish words and will kindly correct and encourage 

PCA Updates 

This month has been very busy for 
everyone at PCA as we’re getting 
ready for the first day of school. This 
year, we’ll have 172 students, 
ranging from 1st Level of Preschool 
(3 y/o) to 4th Grade. These past 3 
weeks have been full of training 
videos, writing curriculums, practice 
classes, painting, and decorating. 

Aside from the excitement of the 
new school year, there’s more to be 
excited about at PCA: our new 
kitchen is up and running, which 
allows us to serve the students at a 
greater capacity, especially as the 
school grows every year. It was really 
incredible to be able to debut it 
during the parent open house on 
Thursday. 

 

I’ve had a few people reach out 
asking if I am still fundraising. While 
I’m not officially fully funded yet, I 
am quite close. However, if you’re 
interested in donating, the school is 
currently fundraising for lots of 
projects that I would encourage you 
to look at! You can find them at 
pcarestore.org/projects 

http://pcarestore.org/baileygillis
http://pcarestore.org/projects
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me; My host dad speaks English fairly well and my host mom cooks wonderful food for me; and above all 

that God has continually made it clear that this is where I should be, through fundraising and travel 

opening up when it did. And I’ll continue to cling to the promise that God is faithful, all the time. 
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