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PALACAGUINA TRIP – JUNE 2022 

For our update this month, I want to share with you 

our recent trip to Palacaguina.  What an amazing, 

life-changing trip.  We took 15 people from 4 states 

collectively traveling more than 18,000 miles to 

serve in Palacaguina, Nicaragua.  As you read our 

experience, I pray you will be encouraged and 

reminded that there is no better way to enjoy and 

express our freedoms than to care for, love, and 

serve those around us and sacrifice our lives to 

make a difference in theirs.  You will experience no 

greater joy in this life than when you have 

encouraged and made a positive impact on others.   

 

 

WERE YOU SCARED? 

Without fail, typically the first question I receive both before and after a trip is “Aren’t you nervous?”, or 

“Were you nervous?”, about traveling.  I can honestly say after yet another successful and safe trip to 

Nicaragua, “No, I did not feel nervous or apprehensive about traveling to 

Nicaragua.”  I know it can be scary getting out of your comfort zone and 

traveling to a new place, especially if it is your first time, but take it from me, 

bad or scary is not the word, LIFECHANGING is the word I would use.  A 

mission’s trip to PCA will change your life and bless you in so many ways.  

 

 



WELCOME TO NICARAGUA – DAY ONE 

We have arrived!  And the first day of a trip is always the most invigorating, as 

you are filled with so much emotion and excitement for what lies ahead.  We 

wasted little time making our way North toward Palacaguina.  After a delicious 

breakfast we were on our way.  Enjoying a lunch 

stop in Esteli we arrived to our first ministry 

opportunity in Los Arados where we were greeted 

by our PCA teachers and 70ish residents from this 

humble community, including nearly 40 children.  

The group performed a skit for the 

people, we passed out shirts, played 

games, and destroyed a few piñatas.  We were also able to deliver 

much needed Bibles to the church and shared a meal with the 

pastor and her family. 

 

 

HAVIN’ CHURCH – DAY TWO 

After a yummy Sunday breakfast, morning 

devotional, and a tour of the PCA campus, 

we attended service at the Iglesia Baptista 

Resurrection Church.  It was so wonderful getting to see 

many familiar faces.  During worship, our group was 

blessed with the opportunity to sing Open the Eyes of 

My Heart for the congregation.  We sang it first in 

English and then Spanish.  The worship band joined in, 

the congregation joined in and, as the ol’ saying goes, “We had some church.”  What a powerful time of 

worship together.  Later in the service, I was amazed when singing How Great Though Art an 8-year-old 

girl, a part of the worship team, sang the chorus completely in English.  How incredible!  This girl is only 

a 3rd grader at PCA and she is singing a song in English.  Truly a testimony to the impact we are making in 

Palacaguina.  6 years ago, before PCA, this would not have been possible to hear someone singing in 

English, much less an 8-year-old.  It is powerful to see the real difference we are making together. 



After church we shared a meal with a visiting congregation from Peñasco and served the community by 

picking up trash along the areas near PCA.  We picked up nearly 20 bags of trash and had the 

opportunity to impact a few passersby as we did. 

LOVING ON KIDS; LET THE PAINTING BEGIN – DAY 3 

This was our first day to meet and work with the students.  The team met each classroom and learned 

about the classes and their education while working alongside them.  When you meet these children, 

you cannot help but fall in love.  So full of life and so precious, always ready to give you a big hug.  This is 

what makes a trip to Palacaguina so meaningful.  After a morning serving the children, the group started 

the afternoon painting project for the classrooms; soon to bring color to what are some drab walls. 



MORE KIDS; MORE PAINT; MORE PIZZA – DAY 4 

For our second day in the school, the team broke into smaller groups and worked with the children in 

the classrooms helping the teachers, serving food, practicing English with the students, ministering in 

chapel, and just showing the love of Christ.   

After lunch, more painting and more fun.  And for dinner, we had a special treat.  We went to Pizza Hut 

in Estelí.  And yes, it is well worth the experience.  It is nothing like going to a Pizza Hut in the states. 

LAST DAY IN CLASS; FINALLY, SOME COLOR – DAY 5 

Today, several members of the group met their sponsored child and wow, what a joy to actually meet 

the children you are directly impacting.  I am often told this experience alone makes a trip to 

Palacaguina worth it.  Thank you, Jesus, for so many wonderful sponsors who make this ministry and this 

school a possibility.  And yes!  Our gray school is finally getting some much-needed color.  It may seem 

small, but let me tell you, it makes a huge difference.  It not only protects the walls from damaging 

weather, but the nicer the school looks, the more pride our families and students have in their school. 



BEING AN ANSWER TO PRAYER – DAY 6 

This was a super special day.  Today the group traveled several hours to a community near Jinotega with 

so much need.  We were able to bring food, hope, and the Word to many families in this remote, 

mountain village.  We met the pastor and his wife who travel 90 minutes one-way three days a week to 

minister and help this community.  He told the story of their difficult decision to stop providing food to 

families so they could focus on long-term projects to create economic opportunity for the people and 

critical sanitation projects to better the health of the community.  They told us how our group, and the 

food packages we were bringing, were a direct answer to prayer. Meeting a need in the precise moment 

they no longer could.  Through us, they believed, God was continuing to provide food and meet the 

needs of these precious families.  Wow! To be a direct answer to their prayers and a physical 

representation of the love God has for these people.  Hard to explain in words how incredible and 

humbling moments like this are.  And to finish the day, I was blessed to have a very important dinner 

meeting with the Mayor (blue scarf) of Palacaguina.  Her first official tour of PCA. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



CELEBRATE, CELEBRATE, CELEBRATE – DAY 7 

Today was all about celebrating PCA’s 6-year anniversary.  And boy did we celebrate.  Our teachers and 

staff did an amazing job of decorating the school.  We brought out the trampoline, created a movie 

theater for the preschoolers, had face painting, balloon animals, popcorn, cotton candy, games & 

prizes…IT WAS SO MUCH FUN!!!  And a few of us, ok, just me, may have crashed and burned in the 

potato sack races, but seeing the laughing, happy faces of the children was reward enough.  Giving these 

families and children a day of fun to celebrate all God is doing in their lives through PCA is a blessing 

beyond words.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



Additionally, we celebrated all the wonderful partners and sponsors who make PCA possible.  We 

presented our 2021 Changing A Generation Plaque which will proudly be displayed in our main entrance 

hall.  We are grateful for all who have partnered with us and though I know you do not seek recognition; 

we desire to honor you and allow the people of Palacaguina to see all those who sacrifice every day to 

make a meaningful difference in their lives.  Many families pray for you and call out your name to give 

thanks to the people a world away who love them enough to make a future for their children possible. 

 

 

 

THE MASAYA VOLCANO – DAY 8 

The last day of the trips is always 

bittersweet.  No one ever seems to 

want to leave, but after seven very 

long and very emotionally packed 

days, with some reluctance, I know 

the team is ready to get home and 

share their experiences with family 

and friends.  But not without 

first having one more unique experience.  Nicaragua is home to 19 

active volcanoes and Masaya Volcano near Managua is the most 

active volcano in the region.  Though there was much steam and 

gas rising from the lava, if you look close between the plumes, 

you can see the liquid lava bubbling within.  And the views are 

breath-taking, especially from the cross at the top of the hill.  

 

 



IN CLOSING 

So many incredible, once-in-a-lifetime experiences to pack into just a week, but truly life changing.  We 

are grateful when teams join us to visit and serve the families of Palacaguina and the many communities 

we work in to feed the hungry, provide clothes, and meet basic needs of such wonderful, grateful 

people.  Thank you to all those who chose to go, for those who sent them, and for all who contributed 

to and prayed over the trip to make it an absolute success.  Thank you, thank you, THANK YOU! 

 

 

If you would like more information on joining us for a trip to Palacaguina, you can reach out to me via 

email at bwitonski@gmail.com, by phone at 501-422-1568, or by mail at PO Box 1626, Dubois, WY 82513. 

 

 

 

 

 

Palacaguina Christian Academy  Changing a Generation 

mailto:bwitonski@gmail.com

